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St. Agnes Catholic School Advisory Council: Annual Report for the School Year 2019-20 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and School Community: 
 
Congratulations! Thanks to the efforts of our entire school community, the St. Agnes Catholic School Advisory Council 
had a very rewarding 2019-20 year. CSAC held four of our six scheduled meetings on September 23, October 28, 
November 25, and February 10. Our final two meetings were not held due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In keeping with 
established protocols under the Catholic School Councils Handbook, these meetings were advertised and open to the 
public to encourage input from parents/guardians and other members of the school community to inform our discussions 
of the various issues considered. The purpose of the Catholic School Advisory Council is to improve student achievement 
and to enhance the accountability of the education system through the active participation of parents. Catholic School 
Advisory Councils are advisory organizations. Minutes of meetings held and financial records are available for public 
inspection at the school office and/or on our school website.  
 
Fundraising activities were conducted and the proceeds were allocated to fund projects in accordance with school board 
policies. Our major fundraiser, Fitness Frenzy, was extremely successful raising approximately $7500. A number of 
commitments were agreed upon by CSAC to support students in each division (Kindergarten, Primary, Junior, and 
Intermediate), as well as school wide. However, due to the COVID school closure from March 13th to the end of the 2019-
20 school year, many of these commitments were not completed. Given the unprecedented nature of this global 
pandemic, it was decided to partially subsidise the cost of a yearbook (50% or $10) to ensure every family had the 
opportunity to purchase one yearbook. This special keepsake includes a COVID: Learning at Home section. 
 
Other contributions made by CSAC included: financial support for Angel Day, our first Christmas Café Social, St. Agnes 
Day, new home reading materials, support for Science and Tech enhancements across the grades, and Grade 8 
Graduation. CSAC also supported the Waterloo Region Catholic Schools Foundation (WRCSF) & Waterloo Region 
Catholic Community Foundation (WRCCF) grant programs. 
 
We wish to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of the many individuals who volunteered their time to contribute 
to the success of the 2019-20 Council. Special thanks to: Laura Umbrio (Chair), Karen Maric and Lorie Sorger-Needham 
(alternating teacher reps), Stephanie Andrews, Stephanie Cooper, Jill Duncan, Heather Gawel, Justine Gawel, Nancy 
Gawel, Carrie Grudnik, Melissa Henderson, Sarah Kirkup, Samantha Kohn, Maryam Latifpoor-Keporutis, Michelle 
Martin, Leslie Shaw, Mark VanDyke, and student representatives Kaleigh and Cade. Looking forward, we foresee the 
following important matters for consideration of the new CSAC: increased communication between home and school, 
and greater outreach to our increasingly diverse school population. Both of these matters are extremely important given 
the new realities of our ongoing global pandemic. Our other priorities are very much dependent upon the newly 
established and evolving health and safety guidelines due to COVID-19: increased community outreach to support safe 
and secure schools protocols (e.g., traffic flow and active transportation initiatives). We will also continue to support a 
wide range of learning initiatives within the school community, as well as the continued acquisition of new learning 
materials to support student achievement. 
 
Nomination forms for the 2020-21 Catholic School Advisory Council are due to the Main Office by Wednesday 
September 30th, 2020 at 12pm. Our first meeting will be held virtually on Monday October 5th at 6:30pm.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tonya Reesor  Laura Umbrio 
Principal   School Council Chair  
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